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Workdays @ The Barn

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

The Committee will open The Barn at other mutually convenient times; please call the Secretary to arrange a time.

PATRON
Keith Towe
pkironwood@bigpond.com

Committee Meetings

PRESIDENT
Nick Hackett:

The Committee usually meets every second month at
The Barn on a Sunday workday at 10am. Members are
most welcome to attend and, if invited, may participate.

VISITORS’
CENTRE
& CAFE

The Barn is part of
The Cooper’s Settlement,
Bundoora Park, Plenty
Road, Bundoora.
Melways reference:
Map 19, F4

COOPER’S
SETTLEMENT

THE BARN

SOUTH
GATE

BUNDOORA
PARK
D.

Our regular workdays are fortnightly on Sundays
from 10am until 4.30pm. Check the calendar on
the back cover for dates. Also listed at http://www.
abavic.org.au

SECRETARY
Gavin Brown:
thesec@abavic.org.au
TREASURER
Alice Garrett:
GENERAL COMMITTEE

PLE
NT

YR

VICE PRESIDENT
Phil Pyros:
The Drift publishes commercial advertising deemed by the committee to be of interest to members.
Advertising rates are: $60 1/4 page, $120 1/2 page, $240 full page.
ABA(V) members are invited to insert classified advertisements free of charge.
Contact Alice Garrett, Treasurer, to book space and organise payment: 0431 171 077
Deadline for next issue: 1 July 2015

Purposes & Objectives of the ABA (Vic) Inc.

Steve Nicoll:
Paul Cockayne
Dan Brady

To promote, preserve and develop the craftsmanship,
design aspects and techniques of all the various disciplines
of blacksmithing to the highest standard possible.

COVER IMAGE

To provide a means of communication between mature
people with an interest in the craft of blacksmithing,
for the exchange of ideas, experience, techniques and
information for their mutual benefit, by the publication
of a regular newsletter.

Dan Brady. At Inveresk
See page 11
Photography
Scott Geltson

CITY

To encourage a greater awareness of and interest in the
application of the skills of blacksmithing among architects,
interior designers, art/craft groups, and the general public
and to provide links between blacksmiths and potential
customers by means of exhibitions, demonstrations and
publications.

To promote, and actively provide opportunities for
training in all the various aspects of blacksmithing by
means of demonstrations, displays, lectures, and special
tuition sessions.
To act as a representative body of the interests of Australian
blacksmiths, locally, nationally and internationally.
To undertake community service, providing always that
these services are within the comfortable limits of the
time, talents and costs that the Association and individual
members can afford.
To encourage communication and goodwill among
blacksmiths everywhere.
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President’s Report

Nick Hackett

I have asked for an events calendar
for the site and will get that out
to everyone via The Drift, website
and Facebook as soon as I have it.
Meanwhile, interested members
can make their own approaches to
Seaworks if they are interested in
participating. Contact Executive
Officer Pauline Hobbs at seaworks.
williamstown@gmail.com.

In January, Andrew Cohen
of Seaworks in Williamstown
approached the association seeking
our involvement in their activities
down at Ann St Pier.
On Saturday 14th March, Steve
Nicoll and I paid a visit to the site.
We wanted to have a good look
around to see if there may be a shed
of sufficient size and favourable terms
to justify a move of headquarters
rather than pursue the building of
a new facility at Bundoora. That
proposition turned out to be a
pipe dream as all their large sheds
were leased with commercial rates
applicable. Actually they did have an
available shed, albeit half the size (or
less) of The Barn and in a somewhat
shabby state. It was also next to the
Morgue!
There is however the possibility for
members to attend events and do
demonstrations. It is unlikely that
our usual fee will be forthcoming
but we had the assurance that
demonstrators would be able to sell
their wares to the public. Crowds of
2 or 3 thousand are apparently the
norm when there is an event there.
3

that the other blacksmith groups
in Victoria are already doing these
activities to raise funds.
I have been in touch recently
with Will Maguire, the editor of
“Solid Wrought”, the newsletter
of ABANSW, our colleagues north
of the Murray. We agreed that our
associations should perhaps inform
each other of the goings on within our
respective groups. It may also assist
in correcting some misinformation
circulating in interstate blacksmiths
groups about ABAVIC and it’s
relationship with other Victorian
blacksmiths organisations. I have at
the time of writing not yet contacted
the President of ABANSW but look
out for that in future copies of The
Drift. I will make a similar approach
to the South Australians.

Our esteemed editor Doug Tarrant
made a suggestion to the committee
a while ago to undertake one to
one training for interested people
as a means of fundraising for the
association. The committee debated
the issue over a couple of committee
meetings and decided a trial should
go ahead. As training sessions would
be outside normal Barn days to
ensure access to the equipment,
it was decided that the instructor
The committee would like to
should receive a small nominal fee
congratulate Doug Tarrant on
for their services.
celebrating his 60th birthday
Whilst on the topic of training for sometime in late February. I may
fee, the committee also decided have even seen a picture of a
that classes for the general public blacksmith themed cake on social
should be trialed as an additional media around that time. All down
fund raising method. A model has hill from here Doug! Only kidding,
been proposed and approved which there might still be a fair bit of up
will cover public liability and safety hill stuff to come.
issues. Again, the trainer would
We recently purchased a 3 phase
receive a fee for service. We have
linisher to replace the smaller
consulted the constitution and the
single phase machine that wore
model rules for associations as set
out sometime last year. We got the
out by Consumer Affairs Victoria
machine at a very favourable price
and the proposed training programs
and were assured the machine has
are compliant. It should be made
never been used. It is still to have
clear that these programs are to be
a cable and plug attached but that
reviewed after a trial period and
will be sorted out in the short term.
that if the committee decides that
This new machine operates at high
training for fees should become a
speed and will require instruction
normal association activity, a register
to use safely. If you have not
of interested members would be
used machinery like this before
established to provide suitable
or are unsure, like always, ask an
trainers. Another consideration is
experienced member for advice.

Secretary’s Report

Gavin Brown

We have always been asked if we run
courses for the general public. Our
answer has always been “no, but you
can join up and learn”. Recently we
were asked by Workshop, a company who run short courses for adults,
if we could facilitate blacksmithing classes. Nick has been talking
to them about training as a way to
raise money for us as well as gaining
a few extra members.

Well hasn’t this year gone fast! This
will be the last edition of The Drift
prior to our AGM. What’s an
AGM I hear you new members ask?
It’s our Annual General Meeting
where we vote on a new Committee – these are the people who run
ABA (Vic) throughout the year, we
discuss what we have done for the
year and talk about where the Association is heading. Check out my
article about the upcoming AGM
for more info. There are also some
loose leaf pages about voting and
becoming a member of the committee.
I recently found out too that my Secretary Report is meant to talk about
what we as a Committee for the Association have been talking about in
those (not so) secret meetings every
6 weeks. In case you didn’t know all
meetings are recorded in the form
of Minutes which are available to
all members. All you need to do
is email me and I will sent them to
you. Anyway, one of our main topics of conversation centred on training and some new initiatives we are
looking into.

We are also going to run an Advanced Wrought Iron Course for
some of the senior members. This
will involve joinery techniques and
creating individual designs. I’m sure
the designs will be photographed
and put on to Facebook or upcoming Drift articles.
For those new members we are also
building on the Self-Paced Learning course to make it better for new
members. While the tasks aren’t
changing, the way it is presented
will. We are making a new set of
instructions which not only explain
what you are trying to make but
WHY you are making it and the
techniques you are practicing. The
Self-paced learning objectives have
always been about learning basic
blacksmithing techniques and being
more confident around the forge.
The objectives aren’t overly hard but
can require some patience and practise. In the new format there will be
a central folder that everyone shares
and a sheet which you will all sign
off. This way we and a committee
are better able to see when training courses can run and individual
forms are not lost. I enjoy teaching new members these tasks and
encourage you to continue your efforts.

We are also going to start providing
one-on-one intensive training to
members. This will be for a daily
fee and objectives will be discussed
with your instructor. The training
will happen on Saturdays and Weekdays as needed so you will have full
run of the forge. Check out Nicks
President report for further details.
One of our biggest issues at the moment is The Drift. Doug, our editor
of this fine magazine, does a great
job preparing the quarterly newsletter. He constantly asks members
for input so that we can produce
something we all want to read. Unfortunately, we see the same members giving articles for the Drift and
while they are informative there is
only so much members can do before they burn out. I’m not sure if
you don’t submit anything because
you’re not sure what to write, or if
you don’t think you can input because you are just learning the craft.
Whatever the reason if articles don’t
make it to Doug then there won’t
be a Drift magazine. So if you have
anything you would like to see in
The Drift then why not submit it
for others to see. It could be about
a review of a Youtube video that
caught your interest, about some
tools you found at a local scrap
heap, a ‘how to’ article, an article
about your shop, a question to the
editor/committee we could answer
and put in to the Drift. Remember,
this is YOUR drift. Make it what
you want it to be.
Because of this I have started doing
articles about meeting new members. My first meet the new member article is about Ben SOKOL.
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Ben is a dedicated New-ish member who I regularly see at the barn.
I say newish because I didn’t realise
he has been a member for about 2
years!
Ben likes to do his own thing and
help guide others and is keen on
preserving our craft. Check out the
article.
We purchased a laptop! Yes that’s
right; we are coming in to the new
age and stepping up to technology.
The laptop is used to record meeting
minutes, email people, type articles,
look up Facebook, and even look
up YouTube. I bring the laptop to
the barn when I’m there so feel free
to use it for writing up an article or
look on the internet.
Blacksmith Doris continues to meet
once a month and do their thing.
For those new members who are not
aware, Doris are a group of women
interested in Blacksmithing, met-

als and art. They have people constantly attending and also have a
good Facebook Page. For anyone
interested in the attending Doris
days contact Mary HACKETT or
Alice GARRETT. And check out
their article too.

few weeks there have been quite a
few new members who are enjoying learning our craft. Welcome to
those new people. I have been teaching many of the basics and the selfpaced learning and look forward to
seeing you progress.

We have a very popular Facebook
page that receives likes every time
a picture is put up. We currently
have 214 likes but I’m sure it reaches more. This is a really good way of
getting people interested in blacksmithing and what we do as a club.
On Sundays I will try and take photos to put up on Facebook. Don’t
worry, I ask first…. Sometimes.
Anyway, if you take any photos you
think would be good on Facebook
sent them to me and I’ll upload
them. Or if they are on your Facebook page I will be happy to ‘share’
them on ours.

And lastly, don’t forget that the
committee are representatives of all
our members. If there is anything
you wish to discuss with us about
the Association then feel free to see
us… we don’t bite. It may be you
want have a great idea about something the club should do, an event
we should attend, some new tools
you’d like to see, or any other idea
you have for making our club better
for you. Once we have that idea we
discuss it at our committee meetings and get back to you. The best
way for us to get the info is by letter
or email to TheSec@abavic.org.au.

Its great to see our membership getting bigger and bigger. Over the last

Centre Punching

Doug Tarrant

Come time to do his fuller thing
he just laid the work on the anvil,
felt for the bump, and whack.
Sure beats scraping off scale with
the worst tool in the box for the
job; a hammer. Trying to find a
yellow/white dot on a yellow/
white background and then trying
to remember where you found it as
you move to the edge of the anvil
or bottom fuller to complete the
job, by which time you’ve run out
Whether I saw what actually hap- needed to fuller at just the right of time and need to reheat cos the
pened on a video about making place i.e., where his shop drawing damn thing is cold! And yes the
method works. I’m glad I found it.
tongs is beside the point. What I said so. Rather than centre-punch
saw in my own mind was a good
the required layoff in the centre of Google “Torbjörn Åhman”. There
are a few other videos also worth
idea.
his stock he marked it near an edge a look. If for nothing else than for
the production.
During the process the smith leaving a little speed hump.
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From the Patron
I visited the Kyneton Lost Trades
Fair event over the March long
weekend and I was most impressed
with the number of “Lost Skills”
that were on display at the venue.
The very first stands I saw were
blacksmiths, our own Doug Tarrant
with his son Lachy acting as Doug’s
Aide de Camp or the fetcher and
gofer. Of course he had a big audience watching him making Gum
Leaves at the time. I wonder how
many Gum Leaves Doug had made
over just the past 5 years since the
start of the Tree Project.
The next Blacksmith we saw was a
former ABA (Vic) member, Richard
Walker from Smoko, Vic. Richard
had the full complement of equipment including a small Power hammer which he was using to good effect and it really attracted a crowd.
He also had a very nice solid
Garden Gate on display,
a fine piece of work indeed.
Another working blacksmith was Doug Moseley
from the Mid North Coast
of NSW. Doug had a varied
assortment of forged items for
sale, and his forge setup was
most professional. He was
assisted by his lovely wife
Myra, who also had some
fused Glass items to complement Doug’s Forgings, so their
Name Fused & Forged was most
apt.
The Federal Senator, John Madigan
had a forge setup, but I was not able
to catch his eye for a chat, he also
had another smith banging away at
his stand, not sure what they were
making though. I was hoping to

Keith Towe

ask the Senator if he had been successful in getting us a Grant towards
the Tree Project, but I am not holding my breath.

really improve the event, as would
allowing a little more space between
stands to help overcome the crowding around the stands.

There were some 60 different Trades
or Skills either being demonstrated
or displayed at the Racecourse, and
if you did not find something to
interest you, I think you would be
very hard to please. I loved watching George the Cooper, a guy many
of us have known from our early
days at the Hoddles Creek in the
late 1980’s.

My only worry was that there was
not enough time to fully appreciate
each Skill, so I guess I will have to
return there next year.

The Bower (bow maker) and the
Fletcher (arrow maker) were both
interesting as was the Split
Cane Fishing Rod
maker.

Gate by Richard Walker

There were interesting exhibits and
working demos for the ladies with
Hat Making, a Felter, ladies making
Corn Dollies, Bag making, beautiful Calligraphy, and Shaker Box
making.
If some of the static stands were to
demonstrate their skills, it would

Coming back to the BARN, I note
the Editor has put in a plea for some
60 litre drums to sieve coke dust
into. I suggest we also need some
25 litre buckets for coke and clinker. We could also do with a couple
of 200 litre (44 gal) drums as water tanks, so if you can provide any
of these items, please do so for the
benefit of the Association.
We continue to attract new
members to the Association, and I understand
that the committee is
planning to improve
the self-paced projects to
make them more interesting and to illustrate where
each project fits into our
craft of blacksmithing.
One last comment I would
like to make, is that it is a bit
rude for members to arrive at
the Barn mid-morning and
ask to share a forge with a
member who arrived early,
swept up around the forge,
cleaned out the old clinker and
dumped it, sieved fresh coke and
rebuilt the forge. Then light his/her
fire, and start on their project. Most
members pay for a half day (remember to pay the forge fee) then leave
the fire for someone else, So either
come early and do the clean-up, or
come after lunch and use a forge already cleaned out for you.
6

Not a #*.^! Condamine

I was working in the Barn one day
starting to make a bell when Steve
passed by and said “that’s not how
you make a #*.^! Condamine”. I
once spent a new year’s eve in the
Queensland town of Condamine
after a bus accident (another story)
but I didn’t know what a “#*.^!
Condamine” was. Anyway Keith
heard the one sided conversation
and stepped in to offer to lend me
a book on Condamine Bells. I now
know what a Condamine Bell is
and will make one someday using
the pattern Keith gave me.
I started from my memory of a cow
bell I saw somewhere and made

up a cardboard model to get a size
and shape that pleased my eye.
This is what I came up with after
transferring my shape to steel plate.
My idea was to have an inward and
outward seam on each side that
I could spring together to make
a tight joint – this is much more
complicated than the Condamine
7

design, hence Steve’s
subtle observation.
The second the inside of
the bell and the seams
after I persuaded it into
shape with gentle words
over the end of a tapered
red gum fencepost. You
can see the hanger for the
donger here too.
I thought that I would go
arty for the handle of the
bell by trying to get a twig

look.
Next, I needed to suspend the
bell to allow it to swing. I didn’t
want ordinary chain so I went for
a Double Persian using circular
links. It takes a bit of effort when
using high tensile fencing wire
but it was all I had laying around.
I also used this chain for the
donger. It is obvious to me now

Paul Cockayne

that fencing wire is coated and I
am going to get a different patina
on the different bits once it hangs
around in the weather.
I think I have got a nice mix of
delicate and clunky, artistic and
functional – I will now have to wait
and see if my friend uses it –she
didn’t actually ask me to make it.

Backyard Blacksmithing
There is always a lot of interest
in home forges, especially with
new members. I thought I would
do a regular article about this in
the Drift, focusing on a different
member each issue.

made, how?
I made it. It consists of a twelve
litre gas bottle, brake disc and pipe.
IMPORTANT
Before cutting a gas bottle, make
sure you pull the valve out, fill with
water for a few days then leave
upside down for a few more days.
Cut the top off gas bottle about half
way up. Cut a hole in the bottom
for an air pipe and dumping of ash.
Put a steel grate over the hole and
place a disc rotor on top. I welded

Alice Garrett

this is obviously bushfire. So no
blacksmithing in fire season.
What’s the best thing about home
forging?
Being able to use it whenever I want
or need, it takes about ten minutes
to set up. The work I do on it varies,
I could be fixing brackets for my
van or making pieces of decorative
iron work or tools that I need.
How long did it take to set up your
forge? And are there any tools you still
like to add to your workshop?
It took about twelve months to
gather all the tools I have now and
about three days to set up including
making the forge.
Eventually I would like a
permanent forging space in a shed
and would love a swage block and
cone mandrel.

JD “At home”

Nestled in the bush land of the
Yarra Valley is where you’ll find JD
most days. A self-employed Artist,
with a background in automotive
skills.
JD has been a member of ABA
(Vic) for four years.
AG. How long have you been
blacksmithing?
JD. I’ve been forging for about ten
years on and off, with no formal
training. Getting my information
from various books and in later
years Youtube.
Most of my skills are self-taught
apart from various things I’ve been
shown at the Barn.
Did you buy or make your forge? If

three legs on and a ring around the
edge for tongs and a work rest. I
also cut out slots on either side of
the forge for stock to extent out of.
I’ve had a couple of small electric
blowers but now have a hand crank
blower. My forge is portable as I
need to move it around depending
on what work I’m doing.
Are there any issues with forging in
your area?
My neighbours are far enough
away for noise not to be a problem.
The biggest issue with forging
outside like I do in bush like

Thank you JD for your time and
showing me around.
Alice Garrett
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Association Notices

Contact a committee member for
anything else you’d like to know
about.

discussed as we weren’t clear
how many people were actually
progressing through and how far
each had gone. In the past we
have had many people who came
along for formal training days and
then were never seen again. The
trainers give their time willingly
but get frustrated when people
don’t then apply the knowledge
they have gained and give back
to the association by practicing
and sharing. It was decided that
all we would go down the path
of self-paced learning to get the
basic skills and knowledge in place
and also to gauge an individual’s
commitment to learning and
progressing. Once this first test
was completed the person would
be offered more formal training in
the next steps. To this end it was
decided that we needed to keep
all of the learning sign off sheets
at the barn so that the trainers can
recognise when a formal training
session should be offered ie when
we had numbers. The self-paced
learning content is also being
reviewed with discussions around
keeping people interested and
helping them to progress towards
being useful smiths.

TRAINING

DRIFT ADVERTISEMENTS

Gavin is working on improving
the self paced learning structure
and has elaborated on that issue
in his Secretary’s report. We are
currently running an advanced
wrought iron course involving
joinery techniques and will report
on that in the next edition of The
Drift.
Self paced learning has been

We recently reviewed the charges
for Drift ads to reflect the cost
to the Association and potential
benefit to advertisers. We also
discussed members wanting to
sell an item as against a business
wanting to take orders for items.
The decision was that members
should get one-off free space but
businesses must pay the going rate.

2015 ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING
The Annual General Meeting
of the Australian Blacksmiths
Association (Victoria) Inc. shall be
held on Sunday 26th July 2015,
commencing at 11:00 am sharp.
The meeting will be followed by a
BBQ at the Barn.

BARN FORGEMASTERS
Barn Day
26.4.15
10.5.15
24.5.15*
7.6.15		
21.6.15
5.7.15*		
19.7.15
2.8.15*		
16.8.15
30.8.15
13.9.15

Morning Afternoon
Phil,
Gavin,
Dan,
Alice,
Paul,
Steve,
Nick,
Keith,
Doug,
Phil,
Gavin,

Steve
Nick
Keith
Doug
Phil
Gavin
Dan
Alice
Paul
Steve
Nick

* Committee meeting
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The web version of the Drift will
no longer include paid ads that
were printed in the hard copy.

DRIFT ARTICLES

Drift articles are always being
called for by the editor. I will add
my two cents worth here; share
with all of us what you are doing,
what went wrong, what you want
to know, anything that might
interest somebody else (even if it
is just your Mum). Paul Cockayne

LIBRARY
The Library has finally acquired
the last in the trilogy of Mark
Aspery’s The Skills of a Blacksmith
volume 3 series entitled
‘Mastering the Fundamentals of
Traditional Joinery’
Volume 1 in the series is entitled
‘Mastering the Fundamentals of
Blacksmithing’ and
Volume 2 in the series is entitled
‘Mastering the Fundamentals of
Leafwork’.
These books proceed from basic
to extremely advanced technically
and should be read in that order to
get some idea of the steps involved
to complete a particular project.
I am currently looking for a
supplier for a book called ‘Striking
Women’ and have forgotten the
author. Can anybody supply
further info’ on this one?
Regards
Phil

Inveresk Tasmania

Dan Brady

Pete Mattila and myself under the Massey

Not really sure where to begin, the scale
of where we are and what we are making
in the old TasRail workshop at Inveresk
just blows me away every time I walk
through the door. The workshop is
roughly 100 or so years old and so thick
with dust that when a shaft of sunlight
shines through you start to wonder
what the inside of your lungs look like,
and a second later stop thinking about
it too much. A relic of the industrial
revolution that only closed its doors
in 1994, to be reopened as a museum
15 or so years later. Lots of people say
on visiting, it looks as if they just shut
the doors and left their work where it
lay but on closer inspection you start
to notice that despite the enormous
amount of tools lying around there’s
not one hand hammer to be found or
a swage block, only a couple of anvils
left, the Naysmith steam hammer
oddly is facing the wrong way and the
floor is covered in about four inches of
coke dust. The missing tools is mostly
due to theft over the years and there
was often piles of tools found over the
back fence waiting for collection after
museum closing time. The workshop

did apparently change hands a couple
of times before the museum acquired
it so some of the machinery was
moved to other rail workshops. The
steam hammer was removed at some
point and sat outside the museum
for a long while until it was returned
but no one gave a thought to getting
it running again so it sits facing the
wrong direction to the crane and the
furnace that supported it. The coke
dust on the floor was not built up from
years of sifting, rather, at some point
they had to remove about a foot of soil
contaminated with asbestos, lead and
cyanide before the public could come
and view the workshop. Someone
decided that coke dust would be a good
substitute flooring, no carcinogens
there eh? You can see why I don’t like
thinking about my lungs too much.
Every morning we wet the floor down
to keep the dust under control and the
same at the end of the day which has
become a ritual as much as anything.
We often feel like the three of us are
mythical dwarves toiling away in the
heart of a mountain and the project is

starting to take on a similar epic feel.
Piers and I following Pete’s instructions
as we forge tapers out of 1045 3inch
round under the 10cwt Massey, then
punch and drift holes through the
same. Endlessly grinding bevels on
20mm plate with a 9inch grinder then
heating said plates with a gas torch
and bending with the dogs or flaming
pieces of wood and a sledge. Rivets
from 50mm stock to hold the whole
lot together? No worries.
The whole project has come about as
Pete Mattila, Tasmanian Blacksmith/
Sculptor and ABA(V) member was
made artist in residence by QVMAG and
was commissioned by TasGas to design
and make a large sculpture that shoots
fire into the sky. The whole sculpture
was designed with the intention that
its fabrication and forging would
be done in this particular workshop
making use of the 10cwt Massey with
support from a 75kg Anyang and the
existing crane and gantry set up. A 6
tonne archway 15ft high was going to
be too much work for one person so
Pete invited Piers Johnson and myself
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to give him a hand and get a chance to
make some pretty amazing stuff. Every
day we do things that makes me think I
don’t want to be anywhere else but then
the day ends and instead of blacksmith
fantasy land I’m in Launceston and the
shops are shut and I’m miles from my
family, waiting for the sun to go down
just so that it can come back up and we
can start work again. It can be trying
at times dealing with being so distant
from home but the experience that we
have gained is invaluable.
Sometimes I think the way we work
is confronting for anyone that comes
to watch, even from the safety of the
orange temporary fence that keeps
every one away from the cage which
keeps them out of the workshop,
because it’s flames, hammers and
loud music at all times and the sound
seems to carry further outside than
in our workshop, it’s not unusual to
hear a ridiculous amount of Heavy
Metal or Punk Rock blasting out over
the whine of the grinders. Amebix’s
Sonic Mass gets played a lot, as a lot
of inspiration for what we do is drawn
from this band with a blacksmith for
a singer and bass player. Honourable
mentions to Manowar’s Triumph of
Steel and Danzig’s second album, Bruce
Springsteen gets a look in sometimes
also. All this is necessary because the
scale of the project, the tight deadline
and the logistics of getting this thing
built can be overwhelming at times and
the right music at the right time makes
all things seem possible.

That would get some “ooohs” at a demo.

It is hard to get across how strange our
lives are down here, living in a shack in
the bush by night, by day to be forging
and fabricating in this workshop from
a bygone era, building a sculpture that
has reverence for and is inspired by the
traditions of the past and in a large
part constructed using them, but to
also be building something new and
valid in its own right and adding to the
legacy of that which has gone before, is
something special.
Imagery by Scott Gelston, reprinted
here with his kind permission.
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Pete checks a detail or two against the model.

A New Member
GB What is your name and where do
you live?
BS Ben SOKOL and I live in
Elwood, Vic.
GB When did you join?
BS I joined in August 2012
GB How did you hear about us?
BS I found us on the web.
GB Why did you join and become a
blacksmith?
BS When I was a child I used to
bash away on a transformer with a
small hammer in dad’s shed.
When I grew up I studied science
at University. After that I wanted
to study the Arts and working with

Gavin gives Ben Sokol a grilling

about preserving the craft and
after looking around on the web I
realised there was no other groups
out there trying to do that. Most of
those groups are all about training
in blacksmithing as a business and
in it for making money. I like that
our club isn’t like that
GB What have you made?
BS Today I was making a rose out
some 3mm thick x 1” flat bar I
found in St. Kilda. (Photograph
attached).
I have also made pintle hinges
which I sell, a Suffock latch which I
put on my dunny door in Tasmania,
and I’ve made pig tail hooks for

GB Are you interested in any courses?
BS I am interested in doing all the
training courses. I want to make a
pair of tongs. I still haven’t had a go
at making my own yet.
GB What do you want to learn to
make?
BS I’m interested in making
sculptures out of metal so I know
I need to learn the basics. I want
to learn how to use metal to make
anything I want. I also want to
learn how to make my own tools.
GB Have you got any advice for new
members?
BS Make sure you get the metal hot

Ben with Rose

metal, making sculptures and the
like, and I wanted to learn about
metal. I love working with it. I
joined ABA Vic because I liked
the idea about preserving the old
craft. Our constitution was all

hanging things up.
I’m still learning the basics and still
working on my self-paced learning.
GB Have you got a shop at home?
BS I don’t have a forge yet but I do
have an anvil at home.

enough to work and use the right
tool for the job. And remember
that everything is hot!
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The Barn Forges
Has the coke situation sunk in yet?
$40 per bag and limited in supply.
Our supplier has in fact shut up
shop and Peabody Mines, the
company who supplied them with
coal is...well, a coal miner. Hardly
the flavour of the month.
We can at least make an effort to
conserve coke so we can postpone
the inevitable. What is the inevitable
you ask. Continue keeping a fire the
size of the MCG to heat your piece
of 6mm round and you will soon see
what the inevitable is.
Begin by preparing the forge
properly in the first place. Pictured
is the result of ten minutes minimal
effort. It’s not hard work, but it’s
dirty work. The process could not
be simpler.
The idea is to remove the remnants
of the previous fire and rebuild a new
fire pot from the collected fines. The
fines are mostly coke dust which,
when mixed with water and allowed
to set becomes solid. Just the thing
to make a fire pot. Tools needed are
a sieve, a shovel and a bucket or two.
At the start of the day you will find
the fire just as the last person, let’s call
him Jack, has left it, full of clinker
and other rubbish. Sometimes with
tools and odd bits of steel laying
about all over the place. Thanks for
that Jack.
So to begin, push all the unused
coke on the forge to the back leaving
a flat area over the forge.
Locate the end of the tuyere, (photo
1) where the air blast comes out, by
digging out the remnants of Jack’s
fire and placing it in a sieve. In doing
so you will have come across big
lumps of clinker, and the results of
Jack’s mistakes and inattentiveness
in more odd bits of steel. The steel is
rubbish, put it in the steel recycling
13

bin. The clinker is road
material. Save it for a
pothole in the track to
the Barn. What’s left in
the sieve is breeze (coke
dust), smaller chunks of
clinker and good coke.
Now place a conveniently
sized fruit can, upside
down in the hole and
level with the bottom of
the blast outlet (photo
2). Wet down the whole
forge and begin sieving
your sieve material over
the top of the can and
into the hole, having
removed as much of the
small clinker as you can
be bothered to. Do this
in layers. A little bit of
sieving then some wetting
down. We are trying to
make a consistently “very
damp” pile of breeze.
Which, when tamped
down becomes solid.
Compare the exercise to
making sand castle way
up in the dunes. They
just don’t turn out right!
Eventually you will arrive
at photo 3.
Remove the can to reveal
a neat cylindrical hole.
Just reshape the hole into
a firepot shape and you
are done. This is about all
you need to cook a piece
of 6mm round.
Once you have a fire
going lay your piece of
material flat on the forge and slide
it straight into the fire. Poking the
material into the guts of the fire
serves no useful purpose except to
destroy the fire pot. If you need a
huge fire then create a bigger dome

by Doug Tarrant

1. The tuyere exposed

2. The fruit can in place

3. Almost done

4. The finished fire pot, ready for a fire

of coke over the pot rather than
make a bigger pot.
If these simple things are thought
about perhaps we won’t have to buy
Australian coal, made into coke,
from China, for a very long time.

Lighting a Fire

should do. Scrunch the three sheets
into a single ball. Not too tight,
not too loose…just right. OK, this
might require a bit of experience/
practise.

The end result

The penny has finally dropped.
Something about lighting a fire is
much needed. Years ago even a five
year old could get a fire going
either to get warm or to cook
something. The principles were
simple and the skill not that
difficult once you learnt the
tricks. Nowadays a flick of the
switch and the fire is going.
Unfortunately there is no
switch at the Barn and we have
to revert back to the old ways.
Naturally, if you can light a
forge fire at the Barn maybe you
should skip ahead to something
more interesting. Or read on and
provide a critique for the next issue.
The following is
what I do with
success. If you
have
another
method let’s hear
it.

What can you set fire to with a ball
of burning paper? This is where we
could be falling down. It will light
thin slips of dry wood. Maybe less
than 5-10mm square. Here’s a tip.
If you have a 25mm square piece if
hardwood an attempt to ‘forge’ it

will result in splinters. Perfect! Paper
will light splinters of dry hardwood.
Trouble is, burning splinters will
not set lumps of coke on fire either.
Now we need some
kindling. Can you see
the progression? Gather a
little pile of wood about
10mm square and maybe
100mm long. A good
trick is to use a hammer
and the hardy to split
your kindling.

So what are the
principles
in
lighting a Barn
forge fire? Well....
Use your hammer then it
what
material
won’t matter if you hit the
can you light
hardy. Now we’re getting
with a match? It
close to lighting that
is certainly not Corrie splits some kindling...safe as houses match.
going to light a big lump of coke.
It will set fire to paper. Everyone Gather or chop up some chunkier
knows that. Forget the glossy pages bits of wood. These bits of wood
though. Three whole tabloid sheets when alight will get the coke going.
Now we’re talking.

Doug Tarrant
Have all your fire lighting material
ready in separate piles near the
forge. Light the paper and drop it
in the fire pot prepared as described
elsewhere herein. There is not much
air in the bottom of the hole so you
need to open the air gate.
If nothing else be sure to get this
next bit right. DO NOT add the
next batch of fuel until what is in
the firepot has caught alight and is
obviously burning. What was that?
DO NOT add fuel unless the
fire is burning well. DO NOT
add fuel such that you create
billowing smoke either. The
billowing smoke is a sign your
fire is about to be smothered
or that you are going to cop a
serve from your playmates at
the Barn. Smoke inhalation is
not pleasant. Either provide
more air or take some fuel off.
By now the air blast is substantial
and there are jets of flame coming
out of the odd hole in the fire.
Try and block the jets with a lump
or two of coke. As jets appear, add

more beans of coke. Soon enough
all the wood has been consumed
and you will be burning just coke.
Best stick a piece of steel in.
Thank you Doris for letting me light
one of your fires and thank you Corrie
for your able assistance.
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Doris Report

Patti interviews women blacksmiths
(and men such as Mark Aspery) from
all over the world.
Apart from talking on the topic of
my research project we discussed
Blacksmith Doris and the Australian
Blacksmiths Association (Victoria)
(even though I was hopeless at
answering her ABA (Vic) questions).
Through BlacksmitHer Doris is
beginning to be recognised globally.

This year is shaping up to be very
exciting for Doris. I have already
had the privilege of chatting to Patti
Victoria for the BlacksmitHer podcasts.
Based in America, BlacksmitHer is
dedicated to women who blacksmith.

Events

The other exciting news is that Doris
has been accepted into a jewellery
and object based event that will take
place in September. Called Radiant
Pavilion, this event is designed to draw
attention to contemporary jewellery
and object based practice happening
within Melbourne, though there will
be exhibitions from participants from

Editorial

I think I’ve said my piece for this issue so I’ll just hide here for a bit.
Coloured front page eh? Whoo hoo!
I hope you like it, but don’t expect it
every time just yet. I hope too, you
15

other parts of the world. Dianne
Beevers, Beka Hannah and myself
worked on an application earlier in the
year and have begun a new blog for the
occasion (though I am not prepared
to make it public just yet). It is not
that Doris will need to do much as it
will take place on a Doris Day. Our
application was an invitation to the
public to come and watch us smith. I
will bring further details as they come
to hand.
Apart from all of the exciting public
attention, Doris has been functioning
well and new members still come.
P. S. To listen to any of BlacksmitHer
podcasts or for handy hints and
inspiration go to http://www.
blacksmither.com.

Dan Brady
Swan Hill is still on the cards but
dates unconfirmed yet.
The Echuca Steam Rally is on
again on the 6th and 7th of June
and I need to send back the entry
forms so let me know if you want
to attend. Motel accommodation is
available nearby at A Room For U
(03) 5480 3030 but I suggest booking early otherwise you’ll be sleeping on the floor of the shed with the
rest of us.

Sorry I’m not around much so I’m
phoning this one in

Mary Hackett

Thanks to Simon, Doug and Paul
who made the trip to demonstrate
in Kyabram on the weekend of the
21st of March. Maybe another regular event in the future?

I stopped in briefly at the Waterside festival that weekend in between children’s parties and hospital
visits. It was pretty busy but there
was enough time to catch up with
friends from further out in Victoria,
interstate and overseas.
Thanks also to the members that
made an effort to help Steve with
the Scoresby Steam Rally on the 8th
and 9th of March.
Anyone that wants to attend or host
an event contact me
events@abavic.org.au
Thanks
Dan

Doug Tarrant
can see the sheer joy written all over
Dan’s face, hidden behind the agonized expression.
The photo is by Scott Geltson and

is a credit to his photo-ing ability.
More of his work can be found at
http://www.scottgelston.com/
wordpress/

Annual General Meeting

by Gavin Brown

26th of July 2015 at the Chapel in the Bundoora Heritage Park
Its that time of year again where
we scrub the dirt off our faces,
wash the coke dust out of our hair,
look for our best shirt (that’s the
one without the burn holes) and
meet up for our Annual General
Meeting. Yes, it the time where we
get to meet the people who make
this Association what it is and those
members who cant always make it
to the Barn regularly.
To keep our Incorporated
Association status we are required
to hold an AGM around the
end of each financial year. As an
Inc. Association we gain benefits
like cheaper fees and cheaper
insurance. We also get to rent the
area we have and most importantly
the members, or owners, of the
association get to decide why we
do what we do.
So why should I go to the AGM I
hear you ask? Well, firstly – and the
best reason in my opinion – is to
catch up with members you would
otherwise not have a chance to see.
We have a great gourmet BBQ
afterward cooked by Serge, our
Master Chef, and have a few drinks.
Of course the other important
reasons for the AGM are to find
out what we have been doing this
year, vote in a new committee and
talk about things we would like to
achieve in the coming year. We
present awards to members who
have done some significant things
for our club and also this year, we
are going to present certificates to
all the life members that they can
hang up at home for all to see.

As I mentioned, one of the
important jobs we need to do
at the AGM is to vote for a new
Committee – or vote back in the
current mob. The Committee, for
those who are not aware, basically
run the association throughout
the year. They meet regularly at
the Barn and discuss issues which
pop up, new ideas on making the
club better, as well as the week by
week running of the association.
The committee make decisions
about running the club including
how we use our money and other
important things. The committee
are usually made up of dedicated
members who can commit some
of their time into making ABA Vic
what it is. Committee members
are meant to represent all the
members at the club so should be
current and active. The roles within
the committee are; President,
Secretary and Treasurer. Each of
these roles have specific jobs in the
association. Then there are general
committee member spots who are
also required to be filled. Roles for
these members are decided by the
committee. As a member of the
committee you would be required
to attend regular meetings and help
out with things for the association.
To be a committee member
you must me a financial (paid)
member and you must also be
recommended by another member.
Members at the AGM will get to
vote for their new committee. If
you are interested in being part of
the committee please fill out the
Nominations form which came
with The Drift and post them to

PO Box 408, Heidelberg 3085,
prior to the AGM. Please fill out
the position you would like to hold
as well.
There are also Proxy nomination
forms included with the drift. A
proxy is a person who attends the
AGM for you if you cant make
it. It gives that person the right to
vote on your behalf on any matters
that arise and need a member
vote for. That includes voting for
members of the committee. If you
are unable to make it to the AGM
– and it had better be for a good
reason – then ask someone you like
if they can vote for you. You will
need to fill out the proxy form and
that person will have to bring it
with them.
The AGM will be held on the 26th
of July 2015 at the Chapel in the
Bundoora Heritage Park (That’s
the little white building down next
to the Barn). The meeting will start
at 11:00am and goes for around an
hour - a copy of the current agenda
came with The Drift. After that
hang around for a cool beverage,
hot BBQ and good company –
this is free and is included as part
of your yearly fees. As usual there
will be no forging on that day
so no need to bring any tools. I
hope to see you all there and look
forward to catching up with some
of those members I only get to see
occasionally, as well as the ones I
see at the barn all the time – but
this time without the coke dust
moustache.
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The History of Blacksmith Doris
Mary Hackett
In light of all that is happening
around Blacksmith Doris (see The
Doris Report this edition) I thought
that it was high time I wrote a bit on
Doris’ history.
There are Doris Days run in two
states of Australia, Victoria and
South Australia. I know that there
are women in Sydney who are
interested in Doris Days being run
there, though it hasn’t happened as
yet. Additionally, there have been
talks of running them in Tasmania
and Wellington, New Zealand.
Although these are pipe dreams right
now, the appeal of having women’s
only blacksmithing groups is strong,
and it is thanks to the foresight of
the ABA (Vic) committee of 2010,
chaired by Steve Nicoll, that we
were able to come into being.
As well as on BlacksmitHer
podcast, Doris has been discussed
in Queensland at a conference
aimed at jewellers and metalsmiths;
to fine art post graduates at RMIT;
and to undergrads in Estonia. The
talk that I delivered in Queensland
became an article in an online
contemporary jewellery magazine
in New Zealand. Not only have
these discussions promoted our
women’s blacksmithing group but
blacksmithing in general. Our
craft is becoming something for
contemporary makers to consider
within an art practice due to the
close relationship to material that it
promotes.
Within the archives of The Drift
you will find snippets of Blacksmith
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Doris’ history. Dr Susan Lowish
first writes about Doris’ first day in
2009 and says:
I was just a slacker who turned up for
a look in the afternoon; didn’t even
get my hands dirty. Nevertheless, I
was inspired by the beautiful objects
being made and the enthusiasm of all
involved.
S Lowish 2009
She mentions the generosity of
the men blacksmiths who worked
tirelessly on that first day; and the
three junior blacksmiths, including
our daughter, Bridget Hackett.
One junior was there due to her
own interest in blacksmithing, but
others had to come because their
mums were there.
The first Doris Day event was hosted
by Brendan Hackett at Blueprint
Sculpture Studio on Saturday 21st
of November 2009. Four men
volunteered to teach twenty-one
women and three children simple
blacksmithing skills. We hadn’t
advertised. Those who came had
heard through friends.
Earlier that year the Australian
Blacksmiths Association of Victoria
(ABA Vic) held a celebration for
their twentieth anniversary of it
being established.
Among the
normal celebratory fair on offer
at the weekend-long party was
an exhibition of work made by
members. There was a vast array of
pieces shown from hobbyists, those
who had undergone apprenticeships
and artists. Simple and technically

proficient work sat side by side.
My work was among them. It
felt strange to be the only woman
represented and I mentioned my
concerns with Nick, who agreed.
There
were
blacksmithing
demonstrations and some of the
women had asked to join in. Two
blacksmiths obliged them. Doug
Tarrant instructed a group of
women to make leaves and Malcolm
Payne taught his version of chain
making to the more experienced
women blacksmiths.
Though
generous, the opportunity offered to
the women disturbed us more as it
reinforced the imbalance within the
Australian blacksmithing scene. We
shared our thoughts with Kirstie
Stewart and Sonya Hurst, two South
Australian women blacksmiths who
we met there and we were all of
the same opinion that something
needed to be done. We agreed that
women would probably feel more
comfortable learning without men
around.
The problem of how to bring gender
balance to the craft sat in the back
of our minds for a few more months
before we eventually tackled the
logistics of bringing women together
to try blacksmithing. Eventually
Nick asked to borrow Blueprint
Sculpture Studio space for the day
and we sent the word out.
Kirstie came over from South
Australia for the weekend. We
borrowed forges and anvils from
the Association, and asked a few
blacksmiths to supervise.
Continued p18

Doug and the Doris’ resting after a had forging day. Lynley Traeger 2010

Kirstie, Steve and Nick. Lynley Traeger 2010
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These blacksmiths were Nick
Hackett, Doug Tarrant, Steve Nicoll
and Paul Mills. Rick Stadler kindly
loaned us his forge and some of the
teaching blacksmiths brought along
their own forges, anvils, tongs and
other equipment.
Nick had kept a demonstration
sign from the anniversary weekend
which we intended to use as a guide
into the West Melbourne studio and
we sat pulling off some of the sticky
letters of the word ‘Demonstration’
from ‘Blacksmith Demonstrations’.
We were down to just a few and,
serendipitously, within those letters
was a Northern English slang word
for women - Doris. We had to use
it.
Our first day
was
fabulous
bedlam. There
were anvils close
together under a
tarp outside and
some inside the
shed.
Other
anvils
were
situated around
the side near the
spring hammer
belonging
to Nick and
myself. Kirstie
Stewart, in her
newsletter to the
Artist Blacksmiths Association of
South Australia recalled:
Doug began with a demonstration of
making a rat’s tail – a good place
to start for a group of mostly firsttimers, but pretty soon we were all
attempting to make spoons after Mary
asked Paul to show us this technique.
Nick was keen for us to try the spring

19

hammer (‘Uber Doris’) which was men. One of those first women still
huge fun, and allowed us to make comes to Doris, Debbie Harman.
huge spoons! Spoons kept most of
us occupied for the rest of the day, Eventually we convinced ABA
but those interested were able to try (Vic) to allow us a day every second
making and forge-welding chain links month to run Doris, though now we
under Paul’s instruction.
have one day every month. The first
					Doris Day at the Barn was held on
K Stewart 2010 Saturday 27th March, 2010. Steve
Nicoll, in his report as President
There were risks. There were so at the time, refers to the first ABA
many women at the anvils that any (Vic) Doris Day in the June Edition,
wrong move with a hot piece of 2010. He dubs it ‘The Legion of
iron meant branding a fellow maker Mary’, which, even though it was
without their consent. In addition, just a Steve witticism, it turned out
some of the women were given the to be prophetic because, as a group,
opportunity to work on the power we became more tenacious than one.
hammer which was made by an In hindsight Steve probably rues the
engineering firm possibly 30 years day that the committee let us hold
a women’s only
group, though we
are glad that they
did.
The images were
taken by Lynley
Trager on our first
meeting.
Kirstie S 2009,
The Birth of
Blacksmith Doris,
The
Bellows,
Summer Edition,
South Australia.

Paul and Steve instruct some Doris’ Lynley Traeger 2010

prior to us owning it, and by nature
was a little ‘rural’. It squashes steel
as if it were twigs and would do the
same with fingers or arms. Those
who used it were in awe. It was
dubbed Uber Doris as mentioned
earlier by Kirstie. I believe that
everyone enjoyed their first day,
although maybe not so much the

Lowish
S,
2009,
Inaugural
Women’s
Blacksmithing Day, The Drift,
Edition 77, December, Melbourne.
Nicoll S 2010, The President’s
Message, The Drift, Edition 78,
June, Melbourne

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
SUN

10
MAY
SAT

24
MAY
SAT

Barn Work Day
10am– 4.30pm

The AUSTRALIAN BLACKSMITHS ASSOCIATION (VIC) INC., would like
Barn Work Day
10am– 4.30pm

to acknowledge the continued support of BOC GASES in supplying our
workshop oxy and acetylene gases.

Visit https://www.boc.com.au

06
JUN

52ND ECHUCA
STEAM RALLY

IN APPRECIATION

SUN

52ND ECHUCA
STEAM RALLY

Thank you Dennis Ragsdale of Yarragon for the donation of the
following tools, all in excellent condition. 7 pairs of tongs, 2 flatters,
2 hot sets, 2 top swages, 4 bottom swages, 2 top fullers, 2 bottom
fullers, 1 cut off hardy, 1 leather apron.
The Committee

07
JUN
SUN

21
JUN
SUN

05
JUL
SUN

19
JUL
SUN

26
JUL
SUN

02
AUG

Barn Work Day
10am– 4.30pm
Barn Work Day
10am– 4.30pm

Barn Work Day
10am– 4.30pm

Barn Work Day
10am– 4.30pm

ANNUAL
GENERAL
MEETING
Barn Work Day
10am– 4.30pm
Or Echuca Steam
Rally

HELP NEED IN RIDDELLS CREEK
Are there any smiths in the Riddells Creek Area who might be
willing to allow a keen young man of about 17 to come along and
get a further feel for the trade. He has had a brief session recently on
a school camp and showed ability to see the finished product and
how to get there, with speed and enthusiasm. He is currently doing
year 11 and 12 which may affect his availability. He is polite and
listens to instruction.
Contact Andy Jagger for further details or questions

TOYOTA AXLE MATERIAL FOR SALE @ THE BARN $5ea
33mm diameter, 600mm long, flange removed

FOR SALE

HEAT TREATMENT QUENCH OIL

HIGH FLASH POINT OIL SUITABLE FOR HEAT TREATMENT
THE NEXT BEST THING TO THE REAL THING: AVAILABLE NOW AT THE BARN

50
c
per litre

BYO container

NEXT DEADLINE FOR DRIFT ARTICLES:
1st July 2015 for Issue 98
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